MEXICO
Needless to say, Porfirio Diaz was re-elected President
several times.
But men are mortal, and personal governments do not
outlast the life of a man. When its most famous leader
disappeared, Mexico relapsed once more into a welter
of intestine quarrels and upheavals. It does not look as
if an issue out of its afflictions were yet in sight.
However, Porfirio Diaz's experiment may be looked
on as a new departure. He had shown us the spectacle
of an engineer-economist acting the part of dictator.
His was a scientific and, to some extent, a technocratic
dictatorship, carried out in a country which had seen
but little change since the days of the Conquistadores.
It surely proves that nothing is to be dismissed as im-
possible.